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RECOGNISED BIOSECURITY GROUPS — OPERATIONAL PLANS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.03 pm]: 
Although it is a landholder’s responsibility to manage declared pest animals and weeds on their property, it can 
be challenging for individual landholders to do this where the pests are established and widespread. A coordinated 
approach and the principle of shared responsibility is driven in Western Australia through recognised biosecurity 
groups, funded by a declared pest rate, which is a process supported by successive governments. 

We recognise that some stakeholders are concerned about the transparency of how local rates are being spent. To 
address this concern, I have asked the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, through the 
director general, to request that annual operational plans are published on the recognised biosecurity groups’ websites. 
I have written to the chairs of all the RBGs to notify them of this request. For 2021, DPIRD, via direction notices, 
will request RBGs to publish their operational plans on their websites. DPIRD will also begin the process for 
amending the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act to make the publishing of operational plans a requirement 
in future years. Increasing transparency and publishing the operational plans will enable more landholders to work 
with their local RBG to identify local priority species for management, as well as reduce the numbers of pests and 
weeds impacting the local community overall. We acknowledge the hard work and contribution of the recognised 
biosecurity groups. Their role will form part of the review of the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 
that will commence before the end of the year. 
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